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The Beautiful Tashlich Ceremony 
 

By Rabbi Silverman 

 Rosh Hashana will soon be upon us... May 5770 be a 
joyful, healthy, profoundly meaningful year. Although I am 
writing this just after Tisha b Av, I am linking to Rosh        
Hashana by our seven Haftorahs that we read on our way to 
Rosh Hashanah. Each Haftorah is joyful and optimistic. Each 
speaks of a special affection between God and Israel, and each 
envisions all of the Jewish people in a place of security and 
prosperity. May its imagery come true and may it reinforce for 
all of Israel and all of us a sweet and happy year.  
        One of the most beautiful customs of Rosh Hashanah is 
the Tashlich ceremony, which will take place this year a bit 
differently. We shall meet at the gazebo at Crab Meadow 
Beach on the Sunday following Rosh Hashanah at 9:00 
am, first to daven an outdoor Shaharit service. Immedi-
ately after we shall have our beautiful Tashlich service, at 
9:45, in which we symbolically cast away and bury our 'sins' 
with our bread crumbs.  
          There are some beautiful associations in the traditional 
literature in regards to the need to come to a bank overlooking 
a body of living water in which to do the ceremony. The water 
should be a permanent body of water and not one that dries 
up some of the year. It should contain fish in it, for we are in a 
sense like fish "caught in the net" until the 10 days of repen-
tance  have passed and concluded with Yom Kippur. Hope-
fully our fervent 'prayer, repentance and tzedaka' will avert an 
evil decree. Yet another reason for fish is that they have no 
eyelids. Their unblinking eyes hint at the unblinking eye of 
God's...his permanent protection and providence for His peo-
ple of the Torah. 
          Our sages tell us that we should have both dry land and 
a body of water... one needs both. Its important to be on the 
bank or  on a solid attached surface when doing Tashlich.  We 
need both the earth and the water to be prominent. This is, 
says the 16th century sage, to teach us of the fact that from the 
water on the third day of creation came the earth. On the holi-
day in which God conceives the world and births it we are 
mindful that the earth was fashioned for the purpose of refin-
ing it and civilizing it further. Tashlich reminds us that we hu-
man beings were brought here to be partners in the creation 
and building up of our world and our society. When we do 
Tashlich lets be mindful in looking at the water that Torah is 
likened to water. That we must re-energize our study. That 
spiritual energy flows down from Heaven and Divine Blessing 
is as a fountain of water. That time is a flowing substance and 
our lives the vessels that contain it. That love and compassion 
and justice can flow like a mighty stream if all of us are 
enlisted.  
          As we look at the earth at Tashlich lets remember that 
God brought each of us here to refine the earth. That Korah 

split the earth because he removed himself from the commu-
nity. That an altar was made of earth and that worship must be 
authentic, concrete and well-rooted in our lives. That when the 
Holy Temple was destroyed. its stone earth flew up heaven-
ward and were distributed to wherever a Jewish community 
resided in Israel and outside of Israel. A striving earnest Jewish 
community's shul contains a portion of the holy Temple that 
was. May it be a 'small scale' Temple having the glory of the 
Beit Mikdash.  
            I so much look forward to sharing our rich liturgical 
celebration of Rosh Hashanah. We have brand new Machzo-
rim which will enrich our experience. We earnestly desire your 
company.  
From Beth, Marc and Alan and myself Le Shana Tova Tikat-
evu...may we all be inscribed for life and health this coming 
year. bshalom Rabbi Ian.  

Tashlich at Crab Meadow Beach  

Please join the ENJC congregational family at the     
gazebo on Crab Meadow Beach, on Sunday, September 
27th at 9:00am, first to daven Shaharit, followed by 
Tashlich. @ 9:45 


